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ef Faithful Warning and Exhortation 
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OEKR-FRIENDS: oo 
' F Ou know how that Godin his infinite Love hath viſited 
us with @ very glorious Day, in which his Son of 
 Righreouſneſs 1s ſo riſen upon us, that the Heavenly 
= - Warmththereofhath quickened and enlightned'ns, and 
made'ns to ftand'up and ſerye him in our Day and Generation g 
and the vertue of that bleſſed life in Chriſt Jeſus being revealed 
in the Souls of chem who have truly believed, hath given them 
great power oyer Death, and hath made them able to grapple 
with Satan inall his divers appearances, and to overcome him, 
ſothar which way ſoever bet hath hitherto ſought to eccliple the 
glory and brightgeſs'of this great and notable day of rhe Lord, 
ie hath hitherto been fruftrared in his purpoſe, and his Inſtrument 
have been made athamed.of their. work- for all chat are true 
Children of the day, do find that their ſtanding is by Faith, anc 
not by Showhuge,  andarcbytheir Faith kept in a holy depen- 
dance upon thepower of him thar'can' overcome a!l things,” anc 
bring them under ; ſo thar wharever doth ariſe againſt the Truth, 
th * faith of them that arcin it-Jets-rhem, event in the beginning 
Fit, ſee tothe end of 1; and gives them a Certainty in them 
Telves, by which they tie ferdle# in paticnt nd quiet waiting te 
Mt ethe thing they believe'brought to-paſs and thisis their Vidto 
ry even'theirFaith, and who dwells in this Faith are not weary 
-neither dothey faint in allthe varions Exerciſes they meet with 
atbythe way, bt can endyre Contradition without -Diſcou 


'$gement, knowing that' whatever "it is thac reth vp again 


the power 4nd purpoſe vf God ſhall in tire bE1&8 low. // 


Saints inche Primicive days, when Chriſt cht'Reſurreion an 
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the Life was preached unto them, in whom they believed, and 
by whom they were enabled both. co do and to ſuffer what his 


wrong deſeents.of, Geonologys, one.would prove it Thug, and 
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prevailed, he went on farther, and gave Courage to ſome of 
theſe his High-minded, Heady, Unruly Servants to £0 abroad 
thorough the Churches, and Preach up theſe his Queſtions 
as Docrines, and to ſeduce and draw away who they could 


From the ſimplicicy of the Goſpel, and theſe were 6 prevaleit 


as to bewitch and betray many , ſo that they were imboldened 
ro withſtand the true Apoſtles in that glorious work in which 
Chriſt Jeſus had imployed them, ſo that now a great deal of 
their work was to warn the Poor Flock of Chriſt of thcſe 
Wolves ina Sheeps cloathing, and to give out Teſtimonys of 
their own ſincerity, and againſt theſe deceitful Workers, and 


to open and unfold che myſterious working of that Evil Spirit, 
and how it wrought cunningly to make void the offence of the 
Croſs, that they might carry on the Name and outward Pro- 
feffion of Chriſtianity, with more Reputation and leſs Reproach 
then at the firſt, for this was the deſign to get the Chriſtians 
iato a falſe Liberty, and to looſen their Hearts from that ſin- 
cerity and watchfulneſs which was taught them in the Begin- 
ning, and to what a hcight the ſubtle Serpent carryed on his 
work, in that day, you may read art large in the Scriptures or 
Truth,andwhat fad and woful work it made in Corinth, in Galatia, 
in Smyrna, in Thiatira, and in Laodicea, and alſo in Achaia, 
and what ſerrow and labour it coſt the good Apoſtles, and how 
the good Spirit was grieved by theſe things, and the Hearts of 
the Rightcous made {ad thereby. - 


Yet the Enemy had in thoſe days another Stratagem as bad 


as all the reſt, whereby he ſought to lay waſt the work ot God: 
for after the Goſpel came to ſpread abroad and many were con- 
vinced both Jews & Gentiles, many Greeks alſo came to acknow- 
ledge the Trurh, who had been great ſeekers after natural Wi 
dom, and had ſought to Fathom natural cauſes and effects, and 
had ſtudyed many curtous Arts, and Philofophick ſtrains and 
methods, which ſuited well with their Heatheniſh W orthip 
and Religion, for them to cadeavour to find out the beneyolene 
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| 6# malcyolen: Influences of Mars, Saturn, Fupiter, Or the orher 
| of the Gods whoin they worſhipped; but when they came to: 


the acknowledgment of the one only true and living God, the 


| Creator of all, and of Jeſus Chriſt whom he had ſenc,- then 
they found their curious Arts, Needleſs, and their Books fic for 
nothing but the Fire, and burnt in one City as many as were 
worth 500co Pieces of Silyer: Butalas! theSpirit that made 
- iſe of them was not burnt in ſeveral, bur wroughe cunningly 
£0. bring many of thoſe their tricks and quirks in amohtg the 
poor Believers, and endeayoured ro make them believe they 
were ſuch knowing Men, and had ſuch rare things co acquainc 
them, with, far beyond the Apoſtles, and then they wen ear 
work with the Oppgſition of Science (as they falfly called ir) 
and then every thing muſt be queſtioned and diſputed that had 
not a Philoſophick or Natural Reaſon, to demonſtrate to the 
Senſes or Underſtanding, and hereby was the Faith of ſome 
| made void, and many were ſpoyled of their fincericy and up- 
 'riphtneſs by theſe vain deceirs, and then came in looſeneſs in 
_ Converſation - then a Nicholas wich his Rantertſme; a 
- Jezabel wich her Pzetended Looſe and wanton P20- 
phecys ; a Balaam wich his Coveteous deſign upon the 
People might find ſome to fide with them, tor the holy rye 
: and Covenant of their Religion of bearing a daily Croſs that 
was broken; buralas ! alas! the effeR of theſe things was very 
lamentable, | 
And Dear Fricnds, having briefly touched ar theſe things, 
and et theſe proceedings of Satan againſt the Truch among the 
Primitive Chriff1ans before you, I now come totell you. in great 
plainne'sand ſmcerity what hath for ſome Months lane upon my 
Mind rclating to this Subje&, and concerning the day in which 
welive, and the diſpenſation of that Everlaſting Goſpel which 
is now Preached again unto us, in which we found the very ſame 
bleſſed Effects as they did ; for when we had believed therein, 
it brought us into great Simplicity, and into cleanneſs of _ 
| an 
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in that Name and Power by which we were called, that the 
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1y, and beganto work in ſome where he found a ground co work 


and {0- grew heady and, unruly, and were hardened againſt Ex- 


2nd into an uafeigned Love and Unity one with another, and 
fron what parts or Countrys ſoever we came, we all ſpake the 
ſame things, and the Quirking, Querying, Diſputiag Wig 
was brought down, and caſt out from among us, though we 
could Query and Diſpute the Oppolers that were without in 
defence of the Truth, yct we had then no ſuch occaſion a- 
mong them that Projeſſed- Truth, for we were of one Heart 
and Mind, and Judgment, and in that univerſal Love we labour- 
ed to build up one another in our moſt Holy Faith, and to pub- 
liſh and make known the Blcfled Name of Jeſus, in whom we 
had believed, and many were daily added to the Church, and 
came to pertake of the lame Faith, and of the ſame Love, and 
and grew into the ſame Simplicity of Mind, wherein we found 
a harmonious Rejoycing in Spirit when ever we faw one another : 
In this ſtate did the Truch preſerve us, and our Faith was firm 


Lord would go before us and proſper us in his Bleſſed Way, in 
which'he cauſed our Souls to take great delight, and. take up 
the daily Croſs cheerfully, and deny our ſelves for the ſake of 
him that had called us. 

But the Old Enemy of Truth envy'd this our tranquillity quick- 


in, and fought to lead them from the Simplicicy of che Truth, 
and to. exalt their Minds in the fight of things opened by the 
Truth, and (odid not abide in the tender Fear of God, and in 
the humility of the Innocent Seed, bur flew up ia Airy Notions 
and Imaginations, ſome into a falſe Liberty, and others into 
range” Imaginations of. their own growth to- ſome high ſtate, 


hoxtations: rather judging themſelves fic to teach, then to be 
raught, and theſe drew ſeveral after them thorough an affeQion 
that was not ſubject to the Croſs, and became an occafion of 
Offence and Stumbling to many who were enquiring after the 
Way of the Lord, and a great Exercile and Sorrow to ſued. as 
| | B 3 | pe 
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Kept in the Travail and Labour for Zyor's Redemption; bur 
tho e that abode in the- Faich, knew that the power in which 
they had believed would ariſe, and cruſh down and. bruiſe vn- 
der that loity airy Spirit, andall that abode in it, aud did not 
TefCc.t and rctarn to their Firſt Love, and do their Firſt Works; 
ard accordinz as we believed, it came to paſs, and their werks 
wich which they ſought to amuſe and aſtoniſh- the Nations, 
were co.ifo.nded and brought to nought ; and divers that did 
adhere and cleave to that Spirit, were loſt and ſcattered, and 
grew into Prophaneſs and Lincleannels, and ſtrove againſt the 
Power of God that wrought in- his People, to reclaum and re- 
gain them, till at length the very power of God turned againſt 
them, and<cut them -off who had been- the Troublers, 

Yer did not the Serpent leave of artcmpting to betray the 
Fnnocent, bnt found out other Inſtruments fic tor his purpoſe, 
whom he raiſed up under prerence of ſome New Diicove- 
Ties, accompanycd with a Voluntary Humility, and a ſeeming 
Sclf -denyal,” when indeed the defign was ro Eralt Self 
and Mans Work, Witt and Reaſon above the Eternal 
"Power of God, and thorough feigned pretences ro obtain a 
"Dominion over the Heritage of God, and to impoſe and obtrude 
upon them things which were not taught by the living Spitit 
Chrift Jeſus in themſelves, nor had received by Dodrine nor 
Meſlage from the true Spiritual Labourers in the Goſpel; by 
Which means the Minds of many were betrayed, and chey were 
excrciſed ir, contending about ſome outward Signes or Tokens of 
their ſeperation till the weighty matter they ſhould have minded, 
wiz, Howto be kept in the love of God, and in the Heavenly Unity, 
was in a great many loſt and forgotren, -and: inftead' thereof 
a ſecret Root of Bitterneſs grew up, and a hatred againſt the 
Proſperity of the Church of God, - and the Faithful Servancs 
and Miniſters of it, in ſo much that they loſt the very ſence of 
"Gods Bleſſed Prefence —_ us, and reckoned he had forſaken 
4s, and thereupon many-of them alſoforſook.us, and were as 
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mother People, and were puffed np with great ExpeRtations 
ef our Downfall, and their own Exaltation, and began to' 
ſpread their defign of Seperation into other Nations to the Hurt: 
of many who were deceived by them ; fo that the tender Loye 
| of God, that had wrought in the Hearts of the Faithful La-- 
bourers and Miniſters of the Go'pcl to the gathering them our: 
of the World, now wronght again ettectually, to gather many” 
of them out of this Self-ſeparation, and with great Patience and- 
Longſuffering did we travail and labour with many, and the 
Lord beheld our fincerry and care, and blefled his Work in 
our Hand, ſo that the Eyes ot many were op-ned to ice the Crafty” 
Snares by which they were entangled, and power was given 
them of God to break thorough and teſtify againſt the crafty 
Wiles of them that had deceived them, and the Lord arolc in his 
orcat and mighty Power in and among his People, and ler an 
Eternal judgment on the Head of that Spirit and its work of + 
Diſſention and Seprration, that ichad wrought, and it cold then* 
roceed no further, but withered: and: came to nought, ' and 
choſe who willully refifted the Offers of the Love of God, and 
of his People, they grew more and more corrupt, 2nd periſhed: 
wholly from the way of the Lord, and the focicty of his People, 
and turned back, ſome into the Worlds Worſhip an\| Religions 
2nd others into the groſs Polucions that are therein,” and the 
Churches of Chriſt who ſtood faich/ul and true to the leading 
of his Spirit, cameto haye reſt from that extream labove and 
eravail which they had Jain ſeveral Years under, by reaſon of 
thele things; and God fulfilled the Prophecys of divers of his 
faithful Servants, who by their Faith had ſeen, and by the Spi- 
rit had teſtified at the beginning of that Spirtts-work, what the 
end of -it ſhould be , for many there were :who ſaw, That it was* 
from the Earth, and thither it would return; and there it was (wal- 
lowedup, and all its ſubſtance; and: as many as denyed to be: 
warned, periſhed withit : Then.did the Souls of the faithful ' 
give glary. and honour to'God, in:whoſe hand is Power-and 
: Dominion, = 


- 


*Dominion, and he reigns 0a high in his Strength, and is Kign 
* of Saints, 'and the defcace of his Zyon, now heaceforth, and 
* for CYEr MOTe. T1 | 
| Theſe Exerciſes put and ſtirred up all the Faithful to grear, 
'vigilence and watchfulneſ(s, torthe keeping the Enemy-our for 
the fucure. at leaſt, as much as in them lay, and thoſe thar 
were faichiul and anticnt Friends, both- Meg and Women, 
| found it inc.mbent upon them to meet together to. watch- over 
the Flock, and to fee to the Converlations of them who profeſt 
the Frith, that ic might anſwer their Profeſſions, and where 
'the contrary appeared, to deal with them, and to reclaumm them 
* if poſſible, or clſc to deny them, and to clear Truth and Friends 
of them, and thcirditorderly- courſes ;'-and in this good work 
the Lord bl:{icd them, and ſhewed his Preſence among them; 
and gave them Wiidom and Underſtanding, and they took 
-Care of the W:4ews and Fatherleſs, of the Poor and Afiidted 
-Families among them, and had: the care -upon them concerning 
Marriages, thar none might come together ina diſorderly man- 
ner, but that all things might be clear-on cither ſide, and the 
conſent of Parents might be obtained before Marriage, and that 
all things might be kept in good order & ſavoury in the fight of 
-Godand M:n: ' Andedivers Epiſtles were written from ſeveral 
| Elder Brethren for their Encouragement and DireQion in this 
good work; for we knew it was.Gods work, and would tend to 
"the limicting-of looſe and unruly Spirits, who ſought Ziberry 
more then $S:xcerity , and Sexſnality more then Chriffs Government 
and their Subjedtion to the Divine Power of God, And when ſome 
*Exalked Spirits came. to-{ee' unto what this work: would :tend; 
they took Offence. thereat, 'and ſought to-:weaken the' Hands of 
"the Faithful Friends in :this good work; ander pretence, ' That 
all muſt be left ta the Witneſs of Goa, and if People did not find 
Fudement in themſelves for what they did, they muſt not be judged by 
.. others, being chemſelves gone from Truth's Judgment and har- 
_-dened, then they cryed our of Znp0vation and 1mpoſtion, and 
ſuchlike, | bt "I And 
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- And hereupon were many again Seduced, and Subverted, - 
anddrawn away from their Secdfaſtneſs in the Truth, and be- 
gan to appear againſt the good Order of the Lotds People, and 
ro refle& upon the Godly Care that lay upon them, with un-. 
hand[ome and unſavoury Speeches and Writings ; till a fecrect 
Root of Bitterneſs and Enmicy got into ſeveral that had been 
Convinced, and in this Root che Enemy wrought with great 
Craft and Subtilty, todraw them from the Bleſſed Unity thar 
is in Chriſt Jeſus, the true Head of the true Church, and begat 
them into many Jealouſys and groundlcls Fears of an Apoſtacy, 
while in the mean time he drew them fo far co Apoſtatize 
from thcir firtt Love and firſt Works, thac they proceeded to 
expoſe. Friends . both in. particular and i: general; to the 
Reproach and Scorn of the World, as much as in them lay. - 

All which was born and ſuffered wich much Long ſoffering 
and Patience, and a great travail lay upon many to endcayour 
the reducement of them that did thus oppuſt themſelves, for 
we knew our Sincerity, and knew chat the Lord would ſtand by 
us, and bleſs our Work and Labour of Love, and blaſt their 
Work of Enmity, and that their ſtriving againſt the Lord and 
his blefled Work in the Hand of his Innocent Pcople would not. 
nor could proſper, we doubred not at all, but he that had ftood 
by us and helped us from the beginnizg would till Rand by us, 
and give his Truth and People the Victery over every Tongue 
and Pen that roſe upin judgment againſt ns, as he hath cone to | 
this day and their work is manifeſt, and they can proceed no 
further, Bleſſed be his Name tor ever. * 

Now- Dear Friends, I have made this brief Relation of the 
forementioned Paſſages, that they thatare young in the Fruth 
may ſce, and they that are Older may be put in mind, how 
the Old Adveriary of Truth hath already wrought in this ovr 
day, ard what hach been the end-and tendency of his Work -| 
in all his various Appearances, even as in the Primitive days, 
ro ftop.the bright ſhiningof che Go!pel, if tie could ; and where- 

as 


a5 he is not able todo that , his next work is to {ſee whom he 
--m1y devour, that is, whom he may ſo inſnare and intrap with his 
' ſubtle Baits and Gins, as that he may, firſt, Draw them from 
#he Simplicity of the Trmth ;" next, Into an wr prong thr Knowledre ; 
hen, Into Prejndice and Enmity. againſt thoſe that ſtands in the way 
#0 hinder their Exalted Notions, & by this time he hath caught them 
0 break the Law of Charity, and to think evillyof the upright, 
and to diſeſtcem the blefſed i.nity and Fellowſhip that is in the 
Truth, and then they are fitted for Schrſme and Seperation upon 
one ſpecious pretence or another : Therefore how Watchful 
ought every one to be, for che keeping out this deſtroying Spirit, 
which hath broughe feveral already to that pitch of -Enmis 
ty and Defyance to the Truth and People of God, that if it had 
becn told chem: in the days of- their tender Conviacement, they 
wouldhave bcen ready to ſay with Hazael, Is thy Servant a Dozg 

that he ſhould do theſe things * © | | 
And Friends, know this for certain, that Satan is ſtill work- 
ing, and ſeeks to winnow you; and where there doth remain 
-aſtera long Convincement, a Lightneſs and an Airyneſs in any 
Auch are caſily dwven with his pernicious Winds; and to this 
rarpoſe he hath ſtirred up fome in ſeveral Citys 8 Countrys ſuch 
as he knows are fit for his purpoſe, who never knew a realMortifi- 
cation upon that Earchly Senſual Wiſdom that's from beneath, 
but have too much ſaved that alive in'themſelves, which God 
did in their firſt Convincement paſs a Sentence of Death upon; 
-and the'e, as they cannot reach to a partaking of the Lite of 
Truth in themlelves, no more can they reach nor attain to the 
-hidden. Myſtery of the Unity that the Lords People have one 
- with another in that Life ef Truth, but another Life and a Pow- 
er they have, and.in.it they grow Head-ſtrong and Fierce De- 
Apiſers of them that are born” of the Spirit, yea, they grow in 
Wiſdom from one degree to another, bur its neither Pure nor 
Peaceable, Gentle nor eaſy to be intreated, by their Fruits ye may 
know them ; for from this Wiſdom are they often found fart- 
| ing 
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ins, ſome ſabtle and abftraſe queſtions, to am :ſe the Minds of 
the Simple, and to cauſe the Weak in the Faith ro Err, and to 
draw away unſtable Souls after them, as if they had broughr 
forth ſome new Diſcoverys, and then here's work for D:ſþ :t:nz 
Witts, by all which the Minds are drawn farther and tarcher from 
the true Watchfulnefs, that becemes thoſe that have ſych an E- 
nemy to deal withal. | 

Hence it is that all thoſe Fazelings are ſprung abotit the For- 
bidden Fruit, what it was, ana whether good for Food, or not good 
for Food , upon which ſome have cloſed with that primitive and 
firſt Error, with which Eve was enſnared, 8 have judged it, 2ood 
for Food, yea, and have fed upon it roo, till their Knowledge 
hath grown greaterin the Evil then in the Good. Heace it is 
that another ſtarts Queſtions about the Mortality or Immortality 
of the Soul, Another Of the ſtate of the Soul after the Death of the 


Body, whether it abiaes a ſingular Eſſence, or ceaſeth ts have any ſin- 


guler Eſſence or being. Another about the fate of the Body after 
Death. Another about How many Bodys one 414 the ſame Soul may 
or muſt have at ſundry times. Another How loxs the Wicked Men 
or Angels muſt endnre the Wrath of God for Rebellion, Another 
comes forth and ſays, There is no ſuch thing as Wrath or Anzer in 
God, and all that is written thereof in the Holy Scriptures is but meta- 
phorically ſpoken: and many more ſuch like Fantaſys and doting 

eſtions, doth this Birch bring forth tor the Tryal of your 
Faith and Stedfaſtneſs in the Truth, by wkich the Enemy is, 
as 1 ſaid, trying ind winnowing, to fee where he may meet 
with his own and may deceive and draw away ſome from the 
Faith and Unity, and teach them ſome other Way and Doctrine 
befiaes the Narrow Way of Regeneration, 

Now my Dear and well beloved in the Lord, you are Wit- 
neſles uato this day in how great Simplicity and Plainne!s of 
Speech we have Preached the Word ot God amang you, -from 
the day the Lord ſent us forth to this day: we came not unto 
you with inticeing Words, we needed not Logical nor Phylo= 

{0phic 
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ſophical Demonſtrations ; for our Teſtimony had the Demon- 
ſtratio1 and Evidence of theSpirit of Truthin your Hearts and 
our Words, ortic Word of God in our Months, hath not al- 
tcred nor changed uato this day, but remains the fame as it eyer 
was. The great Doctrine of the Goſpel was and is Regenerations 


without which cherc's no entrance, . the only means and way to- 


attain ir, was and is that Light and Grace that comes by Jeſus 
Chriſt, and ſanQifys, and purifys, and brings to him, by whom 
- the entraace is miniſtred into the Kingdom , thele things have 
we declared, -and theie things ye have believed, and in this: 
Faith are many of our Faichful Brethren fallen afleep, and their 
precious Souls are at reſt with the Lord: And hercin if ye a- 
bide ſtedtaſt to the end, ye ſhall do well. Ts 

And as concerning all ſuch who feek to trouble any of your 
Minds with the things above mentioned, or auy other ſuch ſub- 
tle and crafcy Queſtions, keep you your Habitations in the 
- Power of God, and you will daily come more and more to diſ- 
cern the tendency of them, how it isa Spirit that works againſt 
the Croſs, and ſeeks to cauſe the Offence of it to ceaſe, that 
they might bear a Profeſſion of Truth, and live in a Zooſe Conver- 
fation without Controule or Judgment; and you will ſee them 
come to nought like others beiore them. 

. And for the carrying on this kind of Libertiſme, all theſe 
ftrange Notions are hatched and ſpread about to corrupt the 
Minds of whom they can; for the Devil who is the Author of 
them, knows well how to apply them to the advancement of his 
own Kingdom, and for the eafing or rather hardening the Con- 


{ciences of ſuch who receive theſe things, that they may there- _ 


upon ſhake of the Senſe which ſomerime they had of the Righ- 
zeous Judgment of God, and flight the Judgment of his People, 
and give the Reins to their Luſts and Paſſions; and yet all the 
- while make 2 Profeſhon and Outſide Appearance among the 
Innocent People of God, Oh Friends ! theſe are the Blotrs and 
5po:t5 that are among us; theſe are they by whoſe _ the 
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_ have other oppertnnitys even in this World hereafter, when they ſhall 


holy Name of God is Blaſpemea, and his bleſſed pure way £V: 
ſpoken of by many, and the Hearts of the Upright made ſd from 
agy today; Theicare (uch as coſt the Apotle tears when he writ, 
I told you of them before, and now tell you weeping ; they are Enzmys 
to the Croſs of Chriſt, Thele cauſe the Fcer of ſome to ſtumble 
and others to periſh from the way ot the Lord, and yet all che 
while carry a {ecret Bolſter under them to bear themſelves up- 
on having let in a bclief or Suppdlition, cither that there is xo 
ſuch Wrath and Judgment to expect fromthe Hand of God, as hath 
been largly ſpoken and written of by the Prophets Chriſt agd 
his Apoſtles, and all the faithful Miniſters of the Goſpel unto 
this day: Or if there be Wrath and Fudgment to be revealed, i 
will be but for atime, and then they ſhall be reſtored to Glory and Hap- 
pineſs, or if they fall ſhort of a due fitting and preparing for the King- 
dom of God on this ſide the Grave its uo great matter, for they ſhall 


be born in other Bodys. | . 

Some few ſecretly boulſter themielyes up and endeavour to 
poſſeſs others with the Suppoſition or Notion of the fizive Pu- 
ni{hment of Wicked Mcn and Devils in the World to come, 
as where the Foly Scriptures mention, vis. Everlaſting. Fire, 
the Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt zever to be forgiven in ths 
World, norin that which « to come, Eternal Fudgmeut, Pengeance 
-of Eternal Fire, The fmaak of their Torment fhall aſcend yp {or ever 
and ever, &c- (as plainly declared by Chriſt and his-Holy As 
poltles and Goſpel Miniſters) thele they limit only to Ages. 

Another he boulfters himſelf up with a beliet, That zf be doth 
Evil, bu Hell ts only here in his own Con(cience, but when he leaves 
the Borld all things will be as if they had not been, and the Soul ſhall 
dye with the-Body, ana ſuffer an Anmbhilation as well as the Body, or 
Jhall be ſwallowed up ont of all particularity, as a drop of Water into 
the Sea, and fo then what matter, And this is the Evil Sceds Man, 
ſowing theſe curſed Seeds of Flefhly, - Liberty and Ranteriſm?, c- 
ven in Our day, and hath prevailed upon ſome totheir De- 
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ſtrution, 2:d they that _are ſeduced, as the. Apoſtle faith, do 
wax wrſe andworſe, ſed icing whom they can by thele their per- 
nicious ways, the conſequences whereot are woful and Lamen- 
table ito coniider, and hath coſt me and many more great Sorrow 
and Grief, and trely Friends the weight of theic things was hea- 
vy upon my M'nd for ſometime, and it lay upon me to give a 
Warning to all that have an ear to hear, leſt they ſuffer their 
minds to be corrupted by the ſubtle laying in wait of Satan and 
| his Inſtruments , for though I know there's many Thouſands who 
kpows the price and value of their Immortal Souls, and many 
who have truly travelled for the Redemption of Souls, who do 
not ſtand in necd to be warned of theſe ſubtle defignes, bur do 
lire in that which comprehends the Devil-and his Crafty work- 
ing, y:tIam drawn forth in tree Love and Tendernels to the 
Weak, and ſuch as are not yet grown tqa Stability in the Ever- 
tafting and Ele& Seed of God, to exhort them 70 take heed: to- 
themſelves and to beeftirred up to Faithfullne(s and Diligence,and to Ap- 
| prove their Hearts tn the fight of Godin Sitcerity.and Lowlynes, that ſo 
they may feel his ſecret preſerving Fower to keep them from theſe Gins 
and Nets of the Cunzing Hunters who tye in wayt to. beguile and betray 
whom they can. | | 
And Friends, to you who have not known the depths of Satan 
F have a few things to offer to-your ſerious Conſideration, Firſt, 
You kaow in what manner you were Convinced, and how your 
"Underſtandings were opened & you brought to the Acknowleds- 
ment of the tru h , Was it not by the ſhining of that true Light of 
Chriſt Jcſus in your Soules, which by its inward working ſhewed 
vou that your Soules were made ſubject to a power of darkneſs, 
that had defiled them and made them anfir for God to dwelKin8: 
+0 takedelight in; then-you ſaw what.aContrariety and diſpropor- 
tion there was beeween the-pure Light and your Jmpure 
Squls, whercupoa Judgment from God was manifelt for the 
"curbing, limitting and deſtroying that power that had thus: de- 
aled the Minds and Conlcicnces; and when ye came to believe 
| this 


_ tTvethe Soul. But alas! there's too many that never knew what it 


this Judgment to be the very Judgment of God, ye {ubmittec 
to it, asright and due unto -you, and as ye thus-ſubmitced to 
ic, yequickly foynd ſome power to withſtand the Temprations. 
of the dark power that had captivated you: and did you not then 
feel your Souls ſomewhat caſcd, and a hope raiſed, That. as ye- 
abode faith/ul unto that Light, you might obtain power to withſtand 
your Souls Enemy in all bs Appearances , ſo that the Faich that was 
delivered unto you in the beginning was, that your Souls ſhould 
be ſo ſanRified, fitted and prepared, as to become a Habiration 
for God, and that he would fo ſtrengthen you, that ye thould 
be able to ſtand againſt che Devil and his Power, who foughe 
to defile and deſtroy the Soul. ' And they that have been dili- 
gent and kept this Faith, have found it to be a Shield and a De- 
fence in the times of their Trya's and Tempations , ſo that they: 
have found Victory by it, and their Souls have come to know a 
Deliverance from under the Enemys power, and have received 
Ability to ſerye the Lord, and have felt the bl: Ned Freedom and 
Liberty in the Truth, which they ſo much defired and longed 
for. 

Now, wherefore hath all this work- been to redeem the: 
Soul, and to convert it, and change it from under the dark pow- 
ery and to bring it under the Heavenly and glorio:s poxer of 
Chriſt Jeſts? I ask them that have known this work, Was 
ac enlyfora few Days or Pears that we are co continue here 
in thete Bodys ? Or was it not the effect of the Ercrnal Love of- 
God in Chriſt, that in him our Soulsmightbe Eceraally happy ®: 
I know ſuch as have truly known this travail, do kiow the Soul to 
be more wotth thenthe value and worth of the whole W orid,and. 
they are not liable tothe Seducements of ſuch as would underva- 


was-to.trayail tor Souls, neither in themſelves-nor in ochers, but. 
have received a Sight and Knowledge of things at a diſtance, in a 
ſpeculative v-ay, as lookers on, and theſe having grown up into a 
Pcotefſioa by a ſight, wi hour a real work in themſelves, are 
very 


rery ready to be Seduced, and coteduce others, and. wanting the 
ubltance thar never waxcth old, are always itching after tome 
pew thing, which ſor a time ſeems to be delightiul to chem, 
Ul a newer thing is preſented, and then they are for that alſo, 
and fo are always gadding and changing their ways, till at laſt 
they are by the maſtering ſubtilty of their Souls Enemy (who 
hach power in ſuch unſtable Minds) led back again into the 
World, or into divers Sets, Heaps and Opinions, thar are of 
the World; anda falſe Liberty gets up in them, in which chey 
grow Heady and Stubborn, and look upon _every one that ſecks 
ro reclaim them as their Enemy, and let in hard and bitter 
Thoughts azainſt.chem, and the Enemy. fills them with preju- 
dice,” and in that ſtate they ſeek for the. failings of others, and 
ecds upon themas Bread to ſtrengthen themſelves, and ſo grow 
more and more-eſtranged from the Innocent Life that is in 
Jeus, and that he hath given for Food for the Children of the 
Kingdom. | , 

Oh! this .is a fad Condition; and I have often with deep 
ſorrow lamented the ſtate of ſome to whoſe hands peradyenture 
this may come, when I have ſeen what a Good Beginning they 
have made inthe way of God, and have been as pleaſamt plants, 
and hopeful to bring forth much iruic to the Honour of God and 
comfort of his People, and eſpecially to the Comfdre and Sal- 
vation-of their own Immortal-Souls: And'yet after forte; 
Progreſs made in the Lords-way'; for want of a:diligent watch- 
fulneſs and” keeping cloſe to the daily Croſs, and the Self-denial 
have laid themſelves open to the Spoylers, who have cunningly- 
20tan entrance into them, ſome in the 4ffe##iovate Party," ſome 
in the TViſe Reaſoning Party, ſome 'thorouglv:Soving the Ste; of 
Prejudice, and tome one way and fome another, and have beguil- 
cd them of the Simplicity, and drawn them'from the .Sincerity 
that isin the Truch ; and fo they have both loft their Firſt Love 
2nd their Firſt Work alſo. © & PLE 
And of theſe ſome are ſo far Dead,that they have loſt all Senfe 
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and Feeling of that Love of God that worketh.in the Hearts 
of his People, for the regaining of chem, aud to ſuch I ſhall 
ſay lictle, bur cell them, My Soul ſhall mourn. for them ia ſecret, 
antil the Lord eaſeth my- Spirit concernise them: But tor the reſt 
who yet do retain ſomething ofa Love to the Lords People, and 
have ſometimes an Ear yet open to hear Councel, tothelc I ſay, 
God hath put it into my Heart to warn you, that ye ſtrengthen 
thoſe things that are ready to dye, before the Lord appear a- 
gainſt you for your hard Words and hard Thoughts, and come 
down into Humility, and feel after the firſt Tenderneſs and 
Brokenneſs of Heart which once you felc, and hold a faſt to 
the Lord; feed no more upon your Carnal Reaſonings, hearken 
no more to thoſe Seducers that have drawn you from your ſted- 
faſtneſs in Chriſt Jeſus, and-your place in the Body , -for be ye 
aſſured, as your . Food is, fo will your Lite be, andif ye will 
fill feed upon the Airy Notions of that Carnal Wiſdom , into 
an Airy, Light and Wanton Life you will grow, and if your 
Food be to lick up the dirt and foulneſs that you can: find here 
or there, and to feaft thereon, and then be liable ro vomir ic 
up again, as ſome have done; this will nouriſh nothing bur 
the Serpents life, which the Power of God will overcome. 
But Dear Hearts, fink down, fink down, while yet an Arm © 
Love is reached out to you to receive you, and wait in lowlineſs 
to be brought into that Heavenly Houſe, where there is mear 
indeed; and drink indeed, and remember that' expreſs ſentence 
of our Lord, who faid,* Except you cat my Fleſh, and drink my 
Blood, ye have no Life im you: This is the Holy Nonriſhmen 
that nouriſheth up the Heir of the Kingdom, into which many 
are entered, and many of the Dear People of God: whom ye 
count lightly of, are travelling to obtain an entrance, | 

And Friends, let me uſe yet one Argument more with you, 
fo perſwade you to turn into the Unity and Fellowſhip of the 
Trath and Power of God, in which ye ſometimes took delizhe 
with us to walkin it, and that is an Argument from-your owr 
| | Experience 
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Exprigace, 20 wit, the feebleneſ(s that hath fallen upon many 
of you, ſince ye departed from the Heavenly Unity with your 
Antient Friends.and om ; what a decay of ſtrength and 
Courage in the, bearing forth the ſeveral Teſtimonys for the 
Name of Chriſt, as'they were received from the Beginning, 
and by the fairfful Followers of him, are to this day-kept and 
accounted off as of more worch then little Outward Liberty or 
Eſtare/-6r-ſch like. Wet OP 22th? 

Bnt Oh-!'my Friends; how is this Tye looſned ? and how is Fleſhly Reaſonings got. 
ten up to ſhunthe Crafs: and the Sufterings that attends the Goſpel, and an unreadineſs 
in many to give up for his Natfies ſake, (o that they are as if they had loft their Spiri. 
« tual Armour, and their ſervent Zeal and Lore to the Truth, and the Teftimonys of it; 
-which once were dearer to them then they'r all in this Tranfitory World, And it is in- 
deed impoxsfible that the love toGod and hisTrath thouldremain in its former ſtrength, 
* when the love to the Brethren decays, They came together, and they will go toZether + 
- And the want of this Love to'God and to bis-People, is the groynd of declining Truths 
\Teſtimony, and uſing indire&t ways to ſhift and ſhun the Sufferings that comes for 
Truths ſake, by which the hands of Truth$Enemys are ftrengthened, and many Stum- 
« bling-Blocks have been laid in the way of the Weak, I beſeech you to conſider theſe 
..things, and lay them» to Heart while there isa day and oppertunity to return to your 

firſt Love, and co your firſt-Zealfor the Truth. = | 
= And Dear Friends, I'might go into particulars to lay beforeyon, wherein this decay 
of Love andZeal for God and his precious Truth is manifeſt in many, But I ſpare you, 
knowing there is a faithſul and true Witnefs for the. Lord, that will (if you mind it) 
ſhew you more particularly wherein any hath failed, and to that Witnefs of God I do 
recommend what I have written to you, which will teſtify that I have written in true 
-Jove to your Immortal Sonls, And whoſoever Neights this tender I/arnizg, and Ex- 
cebor tation ſent unto them in the Loye of. God, will but harden thezr own Hearts more 
*and more; -and lay themfelyes open to the Seducing Spirits, to be carryed away by ths 
- Wiles of ſubtle Men, who ſeek to draw from the Foandation thatGod hath laid,and to 
bring you again to truſt to Uncertainties, and to fill your Minds with Unneceſſary Things, 
and to neglect the weighty matters, and the one thing needfuL | 

Therefore Friends, wait to feel the daily renewings by the Holy Spiritin your ſelves, 

and that will renew your love ta God and to his-Truth and the Teſtimonys of it, and 
© to the Brethren that havelaboured in it for the good of your Souls, and toall the faith- 
ful Followers of the Lamb of God every where, ard-that will renew your Love and 
- Zeal to the Truth, and to the Teſtimonys of it, and keep it freſh, and give you a 

ſenſe of the exceeding great value of it,, and then yon will ſee thar the ſervice of all that 
is given you, 15 bnt to ſerve the Lord in his Truth, and in the Holy Faith yon will 
_ have a ſenſe of theReward of all in your own Boſomgthat ye looſe and ſuffer for theLords 
fake, and inthis you wilt have an [nberitance with all the SaxFifed CBildren of Light, 
which that ye all may poſſeſs and none fall ſhort of, is the Fearneſt Deſire and Prayer 
xof your faitaful Friend in the Unchangable Truth, 

; S. | Fool 


1HE END. 


